
September 13, 2018 

“Your life is a reflection of your thoughts and actions – what will you reflect?” 

-Janice Anderson 

 

 

Smith Delivers Winton Woods’ Latest State of the 
Schools Address 

Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith talked about student opportunities, 
district accomplishments, construction 
updates and project-based learning at the 
State of the Schools address. While Smith 
said that the district’s report card for 2017-
2018 will not be available from the Ohio 
Department of Education until mid-
September, he assured parents and 
community members that educational 
reform, with a growth focus on academic 
achievement for all students, was firmly in 
place throughout the district. 

“We are dedicated to creating an educational framework that is centered around all students reaching 
their highest potential,” said Smith. “This includes creating programs that will support our students to 
be their best so they can perform at their best.” He mentioned the mobile bus program “Nutrition is the 
Mission” that distributed more than 17,000 nutritious meals to students during the summer and other 
student impactful events like the Warrior Rally. This is an annual clap-in event where students in 
kindergarten through grade eight are greeted by groups of professionals, alumni and community 
members outside of school entrances to cheer and encourage students as they arrive on the first day of 
school. 

One of the new exciting opportunities to come for the district includes a brick garden to grow vegetables 
and a “Nutrition is the Mission” cookbook. “You can give students vegetables but we also want to show 



them what to do with them,” said Smith. “Through this garden and cookbook, we will provide 
opportunities for students to grow vegetables, and learn how to prepare healthy and tasty meals.” 

Smith provided updates on the upcoming construction of the two new facilities—a K-6 campus in 
Greenhills and a 7-12 campus in Forest Park. Construction should begin late September or early October, 
with a target of Spring 2021 to be in the buildings. In addition to the two new campuses, the 
Superintendent discussed the creation of a Preschool Village on the current site of Winton Woods 
Intermediate School, as the district’s future preschool program site. The preschool recently earned a 
five-star top rating from the State of Ohio. We are currently at capacity. We are working diligently to 
provide the necessary space for our future Wee Warriors. 

Smith shared five myths of project-based learning (PBL) followed by clear informative PBL truths. Other 
highlights of the one-hour presentation included Winton Woods City Schools feature on the cover of 
Cincy Magazine’s Top Schools edition, a one-page article in the publication and Winton Woods 
Intermediate teacher Kamaria Martin being selected as a recipient for an outstanding educator award. 
Smith also announced the date for the annual Night of Freedom event at the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center that is slated to take place on March 7, 2019. 

“Winton Woods City Schools will continue to create opportunities for all students to ensure they are 
future ready,” said Smith. To access the video recording of WWCS spring State of the Schools address, 
go to www.wintonwoods.org/state-of-the-schools. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Winton Woods Superintendent Anthony G. Smith (left) is shown at his spring State of 
the Schools address. 

 

 

Winton Woods District Emphasizes No New Taxes 

The Winton Woods City Schools Board of Education put a levy on the ballot for the November 6 election. 
This $4.2 million substitute levy proposal would enable the district to continue to receive funding at the 
existing level for operating expenses with no increase in property taxes. The original levy passed in 2009. 
It will expire in 2019 but the income that is generated is necessary to continue our essential operational 
services to all students. 

What is a substitute levy? A substitute levy is one that is increasingly used by Ohio school districts 
because it does not raise taxes for residents. Similar to a continuation, the Winton Woods substitute levy 
is a substitute for the Emergency Levy approved by voters in 2009. A district qualifies to put a substitute 
levy on the ballot if it has a levy in place it needs to exchange or “substitute”. 

School districts in Ohio are using the substitute levy approach for two reasons. One, it enables districts 
to better predict local income in future years; and two, it does not raise taxes for residents. 



The district cannot spend any tax money on a campaign to encourage residents to vote for this levy. 
However, a group of parents and citizens has formed to generate support for the levy. 

In the last four years, more students have become interested in the Winton Woods educational 
experience due to our quality academic programs. School enrollment has increased by 14% to over 3,800 
students. This levy would allow the district to continue its essential operational services. The School 
District wants the voters to know that residential property taxes will not be raised by approving this levy. 

 

 

Winton Woods’ Receives over $800K Grant for 

Students Literacy 

Winton Woods City Schools (WWCS) was a recipient for Ohio’s 2018 Striving Readers Comprehensive 
Literacy Grant receiving a three-year grant of over $800,000 to improve the language and literacy 
development.“The Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy subgrant will align the district’s innovative 
PreK-12 project-based learning (PBL) approach with evidence-based reading instruction to provide a 
strong literacy foundation for students,” said Executive Director of Teaching and Learning Dr. Terri 
Holden. “The subgrant proposal includes a plan to address decoding, language comprehension, and 
reading comprehension for students in kindergarten through grade eight. A total of $821,574 in funding 
was requested to support and provide this initiative. This will position students to maximize the benefits 
of PBL and the development of critical thinking skills, enabling them to be college and career ready.” 

 

 



Winton Woods District Offers Free MVP Card to 

Residents Over 55 

Residents of Winton Woods City Schools age 55 and over are invited to pick up an MVP (Mature Valued 

Patron) card at the district’s Central Office. The card is good for free admission to most athletic events 

(excluding tournaments), concerts, plays and musicals—subject to availability. Those who already have 

an MVP card are not required to get a new one. 

Winton Woods City Schools is proud to provide an opportunity for our extended families and community 

members to learn what’s going on in our district by inviting them into our buildings, onto our athletic 

fields and into our Warrior family. These kinds of events help our community get to know our students 

and see the wide variety of scholastic, athletic and fine arts opportunities these students are excelling 

in. 

If you are a Winton Woods resident age 55 and older who does not already have an MVP card, the cards 

are available at the district’s Central Office, located at 825 Waycross Road suite A behind Winton Woods 

Intermediate School in Forest Park. For more information, please call (513) 619-2301.    

 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is a weekly (during the school year) email newsletter that reflects the district’s 

emphasis on global education and project-based learning, as well as staff and student accomplishments. If 

you would like to subscribe to the Winton Woods Today email newsletter, please email Drew Jackson at 

jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org 

 

 

Go Warriors! #NewTechWarriors 
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